CHAPTER  VI HIS  PLACE  IN ART AND  POLITICS
MY first thought was to sum up the life and teaching of William Morris in two separate chapters ; one, considering him as a man of literature and art and handicraft, the other gathering together into some kind of unity all the purport of his social and political teaching. But when immediately faced by the task, it very quickly became evident that these two sides of Morris's nature cannot be considered apart from each other. There was no man who had more diverse sides to his character than had William Morris: yet there was never a man who was a closer knit whole. One characteristic was linked to another in the most logical sequence. There was one common spring whence they all flowed. There is a key to the character of William Morris ; and it will unlock the door of his mysteriously complex life and work.
The key to this man is that he had-aiiJ^ateJLQx^ of the beautiful in every form and every mode of expression ; and the jieoLj^he^^                               with beautyr with beautiful shapes, and sounds, and colours, and words, was the very urgent craving of his nature. Life to^Mom^ beautiful, and a time for creating things that were